The Bilingual

Village
El Pueblo
Bilingue

. I.Dueblo .
Bilingue

60'

ol

oanol £ Bilingual
Village

= oo

ad |

B
(1)

wed

]

0



)

Language- * .0 < B | . .

M

Habla conmigo en

Espanol

The Bilingual Village Is sponsored by the
University of Central Florida (UCF)and
funded by a grant n Dual Language STEPS&
awarded by the U.S.Department of
Education to promote proficiency In Spanish
and English for children and adults.
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Who are we?

The Bilingual Village Is a physical and virtual
network of schools and community partners
that enables language learners to practice
speaking their new language .

Community partners are public businesses,
organizations, agencies, individuals, and
Institutions  that welcome and interact with
second language learners .
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The Bilingual Village involves
a few main components:

ADual Language and other
school Partners

ALanguage Program partners
AConnections to bilingual
leaders

APartnerships with local
businesses and organizations




School Partners

The Bilingual Village partners with local schools
iIncluding Dual Language schools. Partnerships
Include whole schools and individual classrooms .

Our school and classroom partners co- create

Bilingual Village activities with us and create some
of their own.

Students may conduct bilingual interviews to local
leaders, and parents and students are given

specific tasks to be completed at participating
businesses .
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Skills and Community

This program builds a stronger foundation within a
learner's new language skills and provides them
with a real-world learning activity where they
make connections with community members who
are representatives of another culture .

The program Is designed for students to make
real- life setting connections while at the same
time introducing themselves and their families to
local businesses that support their second
language learning .
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Why participate asa school?

Becoming a participating  school
classroom Is a great opportunity
students a chance to practice

or
to give
their

language skills through activities and In
a real - life setting!

The experience encourages bilingualism
and assists your students' l|anguage
development as they practice Iin a safe
space.

The activities also foster collaboration and
support students' Iinvolvement In their

community .



The Value of Collaboration
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Parent Partners

Parents and students are presented with
specific tasks to be completed at
participating Bilingual Village local
businesses. This helps develop the

st udemw@sguage while providing
them with a real- world experience Iin an
authentic setting.

Community Partners

The hope Is that with the
Implementation of this program, dual
language students will be able to
participate In extended learning
experiences within the local community.




Business Partners

We partner with local business es with the Idea
that language learners will visit these partner
businesses and Interact with the employees In the
language that they are learning .

Businesses provide a welcoming safe space for

students to practice, one where they don't feel self-
conscious or embarrassed .
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Why participate?

Becoming a participating business is a
great opportunity to get involved with
the community Dby Interacting  with
children and their families, as well as

language learners of all walks of life
while encouraging bilingualism

Helping Businesses, Too!

It Is also a great opportunity to promote
local businesses and welcome new
customers .




& Best Practices we encourage for interactions:

>Be welcoming . Show language
learners that you are excited to
practice with them .

> Stay In the language. Do not switch
languages even If the student
seems to struggle.

> Be patient. Give the students time.
They may take a bit longer to speak.




Bilingual Village Passport Booklet

The Bilingual Village provides K-12
students with a passport booklet that
they can get "stamped" when they visit a
business . This gives students a way to
track their visits In a fun way.

Bilingual Village Button Pins and
Window Decals for businesses

(v) The Bilingual Village also provides
businesses with button pins for their
employees so that participants can easily
and quickly identify participating
employees and the language they speak.

We also provide a window decal that
identifles the participating business so
participants can identify our business
partners .




Community Leaders

The Bilingual Village partners up with
bilingual community leaders and invites
schools to co- create and create activities
that help highlight the relevance and
advantages of bilingualism.

Leaders in the community have a great
opportunity to give back to the community
and to inspire children by becoming a
bilingual role model.
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Interviews:

(v) Schools and classrooms can design
activities that involve interviewing a
local bilingual leader.

Language learners can learn about the

ife experiences of community leaders
including information about the work

they do.

Above all, they have an opportunity to
learn how bilingualism has impacted
their lives and why 1t is important .
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The bilingual village offers a number of opportunities for
language programs to provide their students with out-
of - classroom language practice .

We provide a safe and welcoming "In-between" space,
bridging the classroom and the real world .

A safe "In-between"

y Students often observe a ‘“"gap"
between the comfort of their
classroom and the real outside world .

Our community partners are here to
help them bridge that gap.




